A reliable, simple, and inexpensive method for ultrastructural investigation ofelastin is described. This method uses uranyl acetate dissolved in absolute methanol, followed by an optional lead citrate counterstain. The procedure was according to Reynolds (27).
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H_ 'i: Figure  7) , provided that the staining time is long enough (at least 30 mm at room tempenature), on with unanyl acetate dissolved in ethanol on methanol (Figure 8) , with only 10 mm of staining at room temperature. Howeven, for more mature fibers on for elastic lamellae, a sharp difference is obtained when unanyl acetate is dissolved in water ( Figure  9 ) versus pure methanol ( Figure  10 ). Rinsing is a particularly important step. 
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: Dipping the sections in water or water-methanol mixtures can considenably reduce the stain, both for fibers ( Figure  1 1) and lamellae ( Figure  12 ). However, contrast is maintained when the pH of the water is high (at least 10). Hence, the use of pure methanol is very important: during staining and rinsing, traces ofwater in the methanol can significantly lower the contrast of elastin. The contrast obtained with unanyl acetate alone can be satisfactory ( Figure  13 ), but is improved by additional staining with lead citrate.
However, when lead citrate is used alone, elastin appears electron lucent, although the microfibrillar component is visible ( Figure  14) . 
